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of Hawaii, cashier for City Bank of
Honolulu during its organizing years,
Senior vice president and operations
officer for the State of Hawaii’s largest
savings and loan at that time, and sen-
ior bank examiner for the State of Ha-
waii.

Mr. Taba was appointed as the first
executive director of the Hawaii Bank-
ers Association in September 1975.
Throughout the years, he has dili-
gently worked to bring the local banks
together, especially on significant is-
sues such as the recodification of Ha-
waii banking laws, and the passage of
such bills as the Credit Sales Contract
Act and the Industrial Loan Act. He
also spearheaded the many projects
traditionally undertaken by the Hawaii
Bankers Association throughout the
calendar year, including the annual
convention, installation luncheon, and
various seminars. The Hawaii congres-
sional delegation is extremely grateful
for the assistance and guidance Mr.
Taba has provided throughout his ten-
ure at the HBA to ensure that Hawaii’s
interests were addressed.

The Hawaii Bankers Association con-
tinues to be a key player in the State
of Hawaii’s economy. Despite stiff com-
petition, the different banks always
work together in the spirit of aloha
and harmony. Mr. Taba, in his own spe-
cial way, has ensured all of that.

I wish to join the banking industry
and the people of Hawaii in thanking
Clarence Taba for his dedicated efforts
over the years on behalf of the State of
Hawaii and our Nation, and to wish
him a happy and fulfilling retirement.∑

Mr. FORD. Mr. President, I suggest
the absence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The legislative clerk proceeded to
call the roll.

Mr. DORGAN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the order for
the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr.
ENZI). Without objection, it is so or-
dered.

Mr. DORGAN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent to speak as if in
morning business for 5 minutes.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.
f

WINTER STORMS IN THE DAKOTAS

Mr. DORGAN. Mr. President, today
the agricultural statistical folks who
have been doing surveys in the Dakotas
have told us that the winter storms—
successive, bitter, awful winter storms
that have hit one after another—in our
State have killed somewhere around
13,000 cattle in North Dakota. It has
been a rugged difficult time for North
Dakotans and for livestock producers
in our State.

I spoke the other day about the kind
of bitter storms that we face, almost
unlike any that most of us in North
Dakota can remember. And again,
within the last 24 hours, another storm
has hit. Both interstate highways, the

east-west highway in North Dakota
and the north-south highway, were
closed down completely. Snow, 50-mile-
an-hour winds, and bitterly cold tem-
peratures make this an awfully dif-
ficult time for North Dakotans.

Thousands and thousands of volun-
teers in North Dakota have responded
to the crisis. And the Federal Govern-
ment has too. President Clinton has de-
clared that our entire State is suffering
from a major disaster. The Federal
Emergency Management Agency is in
North Dakota. They are rounding up
heavy equipment from around the
country to come and help us open roads
to help protect the lives of people and
the livestock herds.

The Department of Agriculture has
provided some feed assistance and
some other aid to try to help producers
get to their cattle and feed them. So
we have had some help. But we need
more. And today we are going to be vis-
iting with the Department of Agri-
culture once again because the assist-
ance they have offered so far—feed as-
sistance for livestock—is simply too
narrowly drawn to be of very much
help to anybody. It is of help to some
but it is just too narrow.

It is interesting. In the last Congress
when the freedom to farm bill was
passed these emergency feed programs
were abolished. I thought it was the
wrong thing to do. And it was. But
they were abolished. Now we have got-
ten the Department of Agriculture to
try to jury-rig an emergency approach
to try to give us some help. But they
need to broaden that substantially so
the livestock producers—farmers and
ranchers out there, many of whom
have been operating on very thin mar-
gins anyway—have the capability of
getting their roads open, getting the
feed in, and feeding their herds.

We really do need some help not just
in North Dakota but in our whole re-
gion of the country.

So we are going to be visiting with
the Department of Agriculture again
this afternoon to try to broaden this
approach to see if we can’t get some
help in there. Mr. President, 13,000 cat-
tle have died in North Dakota. Many
more are at great risk because they
have survived five or six blizzards now
and are hit with another at the mo-
ment. We expect other storms. So this
is a very difficult problem.

I spoke the other day about the he-
roes in our part of the country during
this difficult winter, and talked about
going out on a snowplow with a crew in
conditions in which you couldn’t see 2
feet in front of you; nearly whiteout
conditions with 50-mile-an-hour winds,
bitterly cold; going up by a trailer
court where you could not see any
trailer houses because even their roofs
were not to be seen; snow was over the
roof line. Conditions were about as dif-
ficult as they could get, and yet people
made an emergency run to help get a 2-
year-old boy, about whom I talked the
other day, to a hospital who would
have died had he not gotten there, a 20-

mile trip that took 6 hours with four
people driving two ambulances, two
snowplows and two trucks plowing
through roads that were impassable, in
zero visibility conditions, with 40- and
50-mile-an-hour winds. The people who
do that are public servants out there to
whom we owe a great debt of gratitude
and who are really truly heroes.

I also wanted to mention another fel-
low in North Dakota who I think de-
serves mention because when we have
these tough times it is not just the pro-
gram that is put in place to help peo-
ple; it is the people who help people,
neighbors coming together and doing
things to help each other.

On Tuesday night this week, at 10
o’clock in the evening, Jan Novak was
driving home, having just finished her
work, in Grafton, ND. As Jan Novak
was driving home—and that was a
point when the blizzard was hitting and
the interstates were being closed and
giant winds were coming up—she lost
her way and could not see much in
front of her. She had to pull off the
road and became stuck in a snowbank.

And there she was in the middle of
this raging blizzard. This was just
Tuesday evening of this week.

She did say she had blankets and she
had some gas. She was not feeling that
she maybe would not be found. She felt
that she would be able to hold out, and
she started her car intermittently in
the terribly cold weather, but then she
worried about whether her car was
going to start just based on the sounds
from her engine.

Her husband called the Walsh County
Sheriff, Lauren Wild, about 1 o’clock in
the morning, and the sheriff tried to
get some people out to take a look to
see where she was. They tried to search
the road she might have taken to go
home out in the country from Grafton,
ND, and they searched for several
hours, and in conditions of almost no
visibility and could not find Jan
Novak, who was then out there stuck
in the car.

And they also called people along the
route. They called a fellow named
Halvorson, Don Halvorson, at 3:30 in
the morning—he is a farmer—got him
out of bed, woke him up and told him
that there was a woman lost along this
route and they could not seem to find
her. Of course, Don Halvorson had not
seen her, nor had anyone else passing
along the way, and because nobody
could see the roads they eventually had
to call off the search.

Don Halvorson could not sleep, he
said. So at 3:30 in the morning, after
having gone back to bed and not being
able sleep, he got up, put his clothes on
and went out in the yard and started
his tractor, which had a cab on it, and
went out to look. And with the tractor,
in conditions of almost zero visibility,
for 3 hours he searched up and down his
road and up and down his area of the
country, and somewhere around 6:30 in
the morning this fellow named Don
Halvorson, in his tractor, pulled up to



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE S689January 23, 1997
Jan Novak’s car. And he got out of the
tractor and rescued her, took her back
to his home. She says that he is a true
hero, and he said he just could not
sleep knowing there was somebody out
in that storm.

It is interesting to me that these sto-
ries of people helping each other seem
to get so little attention. This one did
get a little attention. But bad news
travels halfway around the world be-
fore good news gets its shoes on, they
say, and I understand that. But there
are wonderful stories of people who
cannot sleep when something is wrong
and who want to go out and help other
people.

In our part of the country, and I ex-
pect in the part of the country that is
represented by the Presiding Officer,
we face some pretty difficult times.
And the only way you get along is to
work with each other, neighbors help-
ing neighbors, folks helping folks. Don
Halvorson could have gone back to
sleep, I suppose. He did not know where
Jan Novak was. He did not know Jan
Novak. Instead, he got up, put on his
clothes, got in his tractor in bitterly
cold weather, with raging wind and
zero visibility, and risked his life to go
search for a woman stranded in the
blizzard whose life was also at risk.

Even as I talked today about the
need for some help from the Depart-
ment of Agriculture for livestock feed
and for ranchers and farmers out there
who are struggling, I also wanted to
pay homage to some heroes who are
out there. Some are on road crews
today working shift after shift. Some
are also in farmhouses helping neigh-
bors get along in about as difficult a
winter as I can remember in the his-
tory of North Dakota.

Mr. President, with that, I yield the
floor and make a point of order that a
quorum is not present.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The assistant legislative clerk pro-
ceeded to call the roll.

Mr. LOTT. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that the order for the
quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.
f

PRINTING OF SENATE DOCUMENT

Mr. LOTT. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that Members have
until January 30 to submit eulogies of
our friend and former colleague, Sen-
ator Paul Tsongas, and further, that
statements be compiled and printed as
a Senate document.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.
f

ORDERS FOR MONDAY, JANUARY
27, 1997 AND TUESDAY, JANUARY
28, 1997

Mr. LOTT. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that when the Senate
completes its business today, it stand
in adjournment until the hour of 10
a.m. on Monday, January 27, for a pro
forma session only; and further, imme-
diately following the pro forma session,
the Senate stand in adjournment until
the hour of 10 a.m. on Tuesday, Janu-
ary 28; that immediately following the
prayer, the Journal of proceedings be
deemed approved to date, the morning
hour be deemed to have expired, the
time for the two leaders be reserved for
their use later in the day, and there
then be a period for the transaction of
morning business until the hour of
12:30 p.m., with each Senator being al-
lowed to speak for up to 5 minutes
each, with the following exceptions:
Senator LOTT, or his designee, 30 min-
utes; Senator DASCHLE, or his designee,
60 minutes; Senator COLLINS, 30 min-
utes.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

Mr. LOTT. I further ask unanimous
consent that on Tuesday, the Senate
stand in recess between the hours of
12:30 p.m. and 2:15 p.m. for the weekly
policy conferences to meet.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

f

PROGRAM

Mr. LOTT. Mr. President, for the in-
formation of all Senators, the Senate
will be in session on Monday pro forma
only, as I said. No business will be con-
ducted on Monday, and the Senate will
then adjourn until Tuesday.

On Tuesday, it is my hope the Senate
will consider any available nomina-
tions that have been reported from
committees. Members should expect
rollcall votes beginning on Tuesday
and throughout the remainder of next
week as we consider nominations or
any other legislative items that be-
come available.

As we see what may be available on
Monday or Tuesday, we will notify
Members about exactly what they can
expect, hopefully, on Wednesday or
Thursday and whether there will be
any need to be in on Friday. We need to
look at the nominations. It could be we
will have more than just one or two, or
maybe only one or two. We will just
have to see what is happening next
week.

f

ADJOURNMENT UNTIL MONDAY,
JANUARY 27, 1997, AT 10 A.M.

Mr. LOTT. Mr. President, if there is
no further business to come before the
Senate, I now ask unanimous consent
that the Senate stand in adjournment
under the previous order.

There being no objection, the Senate,
at 1:44 p.m., adjourned until Monday,
January 27, 1997, at 10 a.m.
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